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How it all Began... 


What the Associated Press called one of the best features of the year. 


Roseburg radio station KRSB brought 
the incredibly accurate weather fore- 
casting abilities of the Mt. Nebo Goats 
to the attention of the nation when Gen- 
eral Manager Tom Worden authored a 
special news report for the Associated 
Press. From there the story went to radio 
and television stations and newspapers 
all over the country. In Los Angeles, a 
news producer for the NBC Television 


Network read the story and dispatched 
a film crew to Roseburg to film the 
story of these wild but weatherwise 
goats. 

The filmed report, subsequently seen 
on the NBC Nightly News with David 
Brinkley and reporter Jack Perkins, de- 
tailed how the Mount Nebo Goats can 
accurately predict the weather for the 
Roseburg area. The filmed story also 
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was seen on the Overseas Television Net- 
work in the South Pacific, and the sub- 
ject was written about by columnists 
such as Dewey Ray on the front page of 
the Christian Science Monitor. The Goats 
and KRSB’s Goat forecast were also the 
subject of several radio “talk shows” in- 
- cluding the Jim Dunbar Show on KGO in 
San Francisco and a late night show 
heard on the Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 


poration network stations. 
But why all of the attention? 


First of all, one must realize that the 
United States Weather Bureau had closed 
down the Roseburg reporting station 


several years before in an economy move. 
It is also a fact that weather in this area 
is very unpredictable because of its 
topography and other factors. For ex- 
ample, Roseburg has the lowest recorded 
wind velocity of any city in the United 
States. The most unique ingredient to 
he weather story, however, are the 
nabits of a herd of wild goats. 

Mount Nebo, which rises beside Inter- 
state Hiway Five, is a hogback which 
is visible to most of the residents living 
in this community. 

Forty or more years ago, no one knows 
for sure, a local farmer allowed his herd 
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KRSB estimates that over 120 million people have heard about, read 


about or viewed television reports on the Goats. 


Goat report butts way to fore 


as better way to predict weather 


ROSEBURG (AP) — When 
the U.S. Weather Bureau 
Closed its weather station in 
Roseburg a few years ago, it 
didn't foresee that a small 
Band of goats would take its 
place — and chalk up what 
some say is a better accura- 
cy record 


‘The goats are so accurate, 
in fact, that a Roseburg ra- 
dio station KRSB broadcasts 


rate most of the time. At 
least, they did until a few 
weeks ago, 

Then; there came 2 peri- 
od during which the forecast 
had little relation to the ac- 
tual Roseburg weather. One 
day, the forecast called for 
sunny skies with a zero 
chance of rain, Actually, it 
rained all day, 

‘That turned Worden and 


what it cells an official goat 
report twice each morning. 
The station manager, Tom 
Worden, says it started years 
ago when a local rancher al- 
lowed his goats to graze the 
grassy slopes of Mount Nebo, 
which rises beside the South 
Umpqua River and is easily 
seen by most of the house- 
holds in the Roseburg area. 
Residents noted over the 


his news director, David 
Fletcher, to the old goat leg- 
end. They charted the goats 
in relation to the weather 
daily for a week. And be- 
cause the goats were on the 
mark most of the time, they 
started the Goat Report. 

‘An unofficial group of goat 
observers now calls the sta- 
tion and reports the animals’ 
location, 


years that when the goats 
Tanged near the top of the 
hill the weather was good. 
When the goats stayed low 
and out of sight, there was a 
change or it was stormy. 
Though the National 
Weather Service forecast for 
Roseburg is prepared in 
Portland, nearly 200 miles 
away, most Roseburg resi- 
dents’ believed it was accu. 


‘Terms used to describe the 
weather on the Goat Report 
include: 

“Variable high goats 
good weather; “Widely seat 
terd goats" ‘partly sunny: 
“Low goat pressure” rain or. 
a storm. 

He says he thinks the goats 
are right 99 per cent of the 
time, He says the weather 
service record is about 65 
per cent. 


Need a Shaggy 


Barometer? 

ROSEBURG, Ore. (AP) — 
Residents of Roseburg have 
asked the National Weather 
Service to accept a herd of wild 
goats as official weather fore- 
casters for the area. 

Roseburg doesn't have a 
weather office. But a local 
radio station regularly reports 
movements of the goats to alert 
listeners to changes in the 
weather, 

If the goats climb up 1,200- 
foot Mount Nebo, near Rose- 
burg, it means good weather. 
But if they come down in the 
morning — or remain at the 
bottom — it will cloud up and 
probably rain. 

—Stars & Stripes—Pacific Edition 
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If you are a visitor to Roseburg, KRSB bids you welcome and invites you to 
participate in the many activities planned during Roseburg’s 100th Anniversary 
Celebration. Commemorative coins and stamps are available at several locations 
but you are urged to stop at the Roseburg Area Chamber of Commerce office for 


additional information. 


While you are there be sure to ask about the many “fun” things you can do in 
Douglas County. The Welcome mat is out at such places as the Lane House and 
the Douglas County Historical Museum. If you want to attend one of the great 
fairs in the West, plan to attend the Douglas County Fair in August. 

If fishing is your challenge, the North Umpqua River is one of the world’s 
finest steelhead streams. Crater Lake should be on your itinerary. Take the 
easy route, State Highway 138, and also discover the delights of Diamond Lake, 
Oregon’s most popular trout fishing lake. 


Above all, have fun in Douglas County . . 


. and come back again! 


And to keep up with the world, stay tuned to KRSB Radio. 
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of domestic goats to forage on the grassy 
slopes of Mount Nebo. It was and is good 
pasture, and of course ideally suited to 
the sure footed goats. It was curious, 
however, that when the goats were low 
on the mountain, and remained so, 
cloudy weather and then rain would 
occur. When the goats made their way to 
the upper slopes, the sun would come out, 
or at the least, no rain would fall. Many 
women for example, would not hang their 
washing out if the Goats were not high 
on the mountain. Pilots began checking 
the goats before they flew so that they 
could plan for the weather accordingly. 
Thus the legend began. 

Mr. Harry Lindsay, who owns Mount 
Nebo, recalls his father often times set 
new goats on Mount Nebo when pre- 
dators killed the newborns, or one of 
them suffered a fatal fall from the rocky 
cliffs. In recent years, Mr. Lindsay has 
continued the practice, particularly after 
vandals have shot or kidnapped some of 
the goats. At one time nearly 30 of the 
animals ranged the mountain, today the 
number is believed to be seven. 

The goats, having been on their own 
all of these years are now wild. The 
photographs featured in this booklet 
will show you the size of the horns. 

So much for history. 

With the Weather Bureau forecasting 
the weather for Roseburg from Portland, 
often times they miss the mark. On one 
such occasion, KRSB utilized the Mount 
Nebo Goats in preparing a weather fore- 
cast. 

It happened one cloudy day in May. 
Every radio station relies heavily on the 
Weather Bureau to advise its listeners 
about what conditions are going to be 
like. On this one historic day, the 
Weather Bureau had erred once again. 

KRSB occupies a second story studio 
in Downtown Roseburg. The Forecast 
from the Weather Bureau via the Assoc- 
iated Press called for Partly Cloudy 
weather in the morning with sunny skies 
predicted for the afternoon. Station man- 
ager Tom Worden who was working that 
morning judiciously and repeatedly gave 
this optimistic forecast to his listeners. 
However, at about 9:00 AM he noticed 
three linemen from the utility company 
installing some new wiring. They were 
standing on an adjoining roof, and were 
wearing bright yellow rainwear. Worden 
walked to the window and looked out. 
The rain was coming down in buckets. 
Not merely sprinkling, but drenching 
rainfall! 

It was then remembered that the Mount 
Nebo Goats were known for their accur- 
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acy. For a week, KRSB kept track of the 
Weather Bureau forecasts. These were 
matched with the movements of the 
Mount Nebo Goats for the same period. 
As it turned out, the Goats were accurate 
- 90% of the time, while the Weather 
Bureau only managed a 65% accuracy 
rate. That settled, KRSB devised the 
Goat Weather Forecast. It was an instant 


hit. Local businessmen wanted to sponsor 


it; people tuned in to hear it: and the 
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goats continued to be accurate . .. as 
they still are. 

It was then Worden wrote the story for 
the Associated Press. The rest is history. 


Since that time, KRSB formed the _ 
KRSB Goat Observation Corps. Members 
receive a free membership card. Thus 
far, over 3,000 cards have been distrib- 
uted. KRSB also had several hundred 
Goat Observation Corps T shirts design- 
ed. These are on sale at the KRSB Studio. 
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We at KRSB are astounded at the vol- 
ume of mail the “goat story” continues 
to bring each month, About 20 KRSB 
Goat Observation Corps membership 
cards and a like number of this booklet 
(now in its second printing) go to cities 
and towns all over the nation, Dozens of 
local radio stations have called us on 
their “Talk Shows”. As a result, their lis- 
teners write and ask us for the free cards 
ene any Gans: micoumaon syallables : 

The story also has created interest in " Stitch 
scientific circles. Predicting weather by Gen-Ell § ery 
enmal beaevion i apparently a vale N dl Latch Hooked Rugs 
area of study and we have processe 
countless inquiries from students, pro- Needle & Craft 1126 ne wainut 
fessors and scientific publications of all 

] pnd eC the Weekly Reader”. 
utside of the nati elevision ex- 

So intent on watching the Mount Nebo Goats, KRSB was hoodwinked (as well as posure the ZA Mave ve, the most Vv, ALLEY 
many others) when a local prankster placed six cardboard goats on Mount Nebo. | reaction was caused when the Reader’s 
As you can see, they look real enough at first glance. The prankster, Galen Carter, Digest featured the Goat Weather Fore- DEP TMENT 
was later ‘‘arrested” on a complaint by KRSB Station Manager Tom Worden, on cast of KRSB in the January 1972 issue. AR’ STORE 
a charge of “Littering” Mount Nebo, and incarcerated in the Roseburg City Jail. It is reprinted elsewhere in this booklet 
in case you missed it then. . 
ae those of you nie ania Wie to see Featuring 

e goats “in person” the best plan is to 
drive into Roseburg and then bok West A COMPLETE SHOE DEPARTMENT 
toward Mt. Nebo. The goats range the 
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The goats on the right are heading up “under high goat pressure”, while the 
goats on the left are headed down, signaling “rain”, 


HERE IS A “TYPICAL” KRSB 
GOAT WEATHER FORECAST 
AS HEARD DAILY ON THE AIR 


“The Mount Nebo Goats are ascending 
under a high goat pressure system this 
morning. THUS, we will be blessed with {J 
fair weather today. However, we note f 
that some of the goats are widely scat- § 
tered which may result in some cloudi- 
ness. Variable high goats will indicate a 
very warm day indeed. We do not fore- 
see the possibility of descending goat | 
pressure which would indicate rain.” 
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Getting Weatherman's Goat 


Wuen the U.S. Weather Bureau 
closed its station in Roseburg, Ore., 
a few years ago, it was replaced by a 
small band of goats who are chalking 
up a close-to-perfect forecast record. 

Tom Worden, manager of the local 
radio station (KRSB), began charting 
the position of goats grazing on slopes 
above the town. He found that when 
the goats ranged near the top of the 
hill the weather was good or going to 


be. When they stayed low and out of 
sight, there was a change or storm in 
store. Worden started a daily Goat 
Report, announcing “Variable high 
goats” (good weather); “Widely scat- 
tered goats” (partly sunny); and “Low 
goat pressure” (rain, snow or stormy). 

Worden claims that the goats are 
right go percent of the time. The offi- 
cial weather service record (now com- 
ing from Portland, 200 miles away) is 
only about 65-percent accurate. —ap 


— January, 1972 Edition 


The Reader’s Digest carried the story of the Mt. Nebo Goats to 26 million 


more people with its first issue of 1972. 
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